Pittosporaceae and Dichapetalaceae of Thailand
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	Taxonomic studies of Pittosporaceae (Apiales) and Dichapetalaceae (Malpighiales) are in progress.  Pittosporaceae, a family with 7 genera and 250 species of trees, shrubs, and lianas, extends from the Old World tropics to the Pacific Islands and New Zealand.  Thailand is represented by the single genus Pittosporum.  Pittosporum napaulense and P. kerrii occur in mountainous regions of northern Thailand, and P. reticosum is known from the peninsular region.  The widespread species P. ferrugineum also occurs in peninsular Thailand.
Dichapetalaceae, a family with three genera and 168 species of trees, shrubs, and lianas, and distributed mostly circumtropically with some extensions into the subtropics, is represented in Asia by the single genus Dichapetalum.  Of the approximately 19 Asian species of Dichapetalum, four species have been identified from Thailand.  D. gelonioides is known from northern and peninsular Thailand.  D. longipetalum has been collected from the southwestern and eastern regions, and D. helferianum from the southwest.  An undescribed species has been collected from Khao Luang in Nakhon Si Thammarat, peninsular Thailand.  The genus is unusual because of the presence of fluoroacetic acids or fluorinated fatty acids in some species.
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